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(JACK wal ks into the house carrying the groceries. He
snm | es and | ooks around.)

JACK:
Wanda! Wandal!

(He waits; no response.)
Wanda?

(Slowly, WANDA steps out of the kitchen. She | ooks
terrified and confused.)

WANDA:
Jack?

JACK:
Wanda! Are you OK?

WANDA:

GCh, Jack!

(She hugs himtight, nearly in tears. JACK, confused,
squi rms underneath her and the groceries.)

JACK:
Wanda... is everything all right?
WANDA:
(She rel eases himand | ooks lovingly into his eyes.)
Oh yes, yes Jack... Everything’s fine, now that you're

her e.

(JACK puts the groceries on a chair and scratches his
head.)

JACK:
What, is there a spider in the kitchen; you want ne to...

(He trails off. WANDA continues to stare.)

Well, 1'm back from the supermarket... back from the
bank. ..



WANDA:
Ch, Jack, you’ve been gone so | ong..

JACK:
Well, | was an extra five m nutes at the bank..
WANDA:
Ch Jack, for me it was so nuch |onger! It was a

lifetinme!
(She | ooks up.)

Why, Jack? Why did you |l eave ne for so |ong?

JACK:
Well honey, | wasn't gone for nore than forty-five
m nut es. It’s 10 mnutes there, ten mnutes back, and
then the tinme for shopping; | think |I mde pretty good
time, actually...
(He 1l ooks at her. He is at a | o0ss.)
- | mssed you..

WANDA:
Ch Jack, | mssed you! | nore than m ssed you, |-

(She stops and hol ds her hand to her face.)

Oh.
JACK:
What ?
WANDA:
Jack. .. Jack, things have changed since you ve been
gone.
JACK:
| know, Detroit got a field goal. | was listening in the
car.
WANDA:
No, things have changed for ne; for... us.
JACK:
Wanda, what are you getting at?
WANDA:
It's so hard to say, |I... Jack, you were gone!



JACK:
For 45 m nut es!

WANDA:
You were gone, and | didn't know if you d be back..
JACK:
Wanda, |'m really confused. I was gone, but now |'m

back. VWhat does all this nean?

WANDA:
Ch Jack, | don’t know how to tell you this, but-

BEN:
(From of f st age:)
Wanda? Wanda, are you there?

JACK:

(Looking up:)
Who' s that?

(BEN wal ks onstage. He puts his arm around WANDA.)

BEN:
VWho's that?

(JACK is reeling. WANDA gasps.)

WANDA:
Ch, Ben...

JACK:
Ben?!

WANDA:
Ben, this is Jack... ny first husband...

JACK:
First?! Wanda!

BEN:
Ch... | thought he di sappear ed.

WANDA:

He di d!



JACK:

| didn't!
WANDA:

Ben, | thought he was gone; you knew t hat!
BEN:

| know, Wanda, | know..

(He hugs her and eyes JACK. JACK expl odes.)

JACK:
Wandal! An hour ago we were sitting in the kitchen,
eating dinner! Together! Are you trying to tell ne that

in 45 mnutes you had nme declared mssing, then dead,
then remarri ed?!

WANDA:
Well | never declared you remarried, though for all |
knew. . .

JACK:
Wanda! You married...?
(He notions to BEN.)

BEN:
Ben?

JACK:
(Picking up his question:)
Ben?!

WANDA:

Jack, what else could |I have done? You were gone, and |
couldn’t stay a wi dow forever...

JACK:
For ever ?! It was FORTY FI VE M NUTES!

(He puts his hands on his knees and his head down, and
takes a deep breath.)

Wanda, |'msorry, but |I’mjust so confused...

WANDA:
| know Jack, so aml|. ..



JACK:
| don’t understand what could make you think | wasn’'t
com ng back... | don’t understand...

(Frustrated, he motions to BEN.)

H m
WANDA:
Ben?
JACK:
Ben! Where did he cone fronf
WANDA:
Well ... Jack. .. Ben helped nme deal with your

di sappearance. He was there for me when no one el se was.
Jack, one thing led to another, and...

JACK:
One thing led to another?! Wanda, | barely had one thing
lead to another! | went fromthe bank to the store!
WANDA:
Jack, Ben is nmy husband now. ..
JACK:
Forty five mnutes... Wanda, our weddi ng cerenony al one

was | onger than 45 m nutes!

BEN
Jack.
JACK:
(Still to WANDA:)
This makes no sense to ne, Wanda. I have no idea-
BEN:
Jack.
JACK:

-how you could cone up with a new husband in an hour
That’'s like getting a pizza-



BEN:
Jack!

(JACK turns. BEN slaps a hand on his shoul der.)
Let up alittle, OK?

JACK:
Yeah, |I'’m sorry, Wanda. | just...

(He | ooks at WANDA in total desperation. WANDA is very
unconf ortable.)

BEN:
Wanda, why don’t you finish up in the kitchen? 1'Il talk
here with Jack.
(She nods.)

WANDA:

(To JACK, with sadness:)
It’s just been so long...

(WANDA exits. JACK slowy turns to BEN.)

JACK:
Ben, Ben, this is insane...
BEN:
It nmust seemthat way, Jack
JACK:
Yeah, | don’t think you know how confused-
BEN:
| think | do, Jack. You seem as confused as Wanda was
when | first met her.
JACK:
(Si ghs:)
VWhen you first met her. Fort- Forty-five m nutes ago...
BEN:
Granted, it was a whirlwnd romance. But when | first
saw her, standing there so hel pless... | just fell for
her i medi ately. She’s just got those eyes. And when

she smles..



(He snaps back into focus.)

BEN: (cont.)
Well, | guess you would know.

JACK:
(Wth contenpt:)
Yes, the nenories are fresh in ny mnd...

BEN:
Jack, it’s tough! But she had it tough, too.
JACK:
She had it all spelled out for her! | told her | was
going to the store! | told her 1'd be back in half an
hour!
(Beat .)
| told her | |oved her.
(He sighs.)
How... how s she been?
BEN:
Excuse nme?
JACK:
Wanda. You said she was distraught before?
BEN:
Yeah. She really mssed you. But she got over it,
and. . .
JACK:
She’s... she’s happy with you?
BEN:
(Hesitant:)
Yeabh.
JACK:
So... where do | fit in?
(BEN exhal es.)
BEN:
To tell you the truth, Jack, | don't really know...



JACK:
| know. .. | know this seened |ike forever for Wanda, but
Ben, you ve got to understand; this is all happening so
fast for ne.

BEN:
It must be...

JACK:
| didn’t expect so much to happen in the tine of one car
trip. And then to cone honme and... | really don’t know
if 1”"’mcomng or going..

(He 1 ooks around and sighs.)

... | guess |I'"mgoing...

BEN:
(Nods:)
That’s what’s probably for the best. She's got her life.

JACK:
Ben, take good care of her. For ne.

BEN:
These things happen, Jack; good | uck..

(JACK nods and heads for the exit. He takes one | ast
| ook before going offstage. BEN shakes his head.)

Poor guy. ..

(WANDA reenters. She goes to BEN.)

WANDA:
Ben?

BEN:
Jack just left.

WANDA:
Ben, oh ny God. ..

BEN:

VWhat ?



STEVE:
(From of f st age:)
Wanda? Wanda are you out there?

(STEVE enters and puts his arm around WANDA. BEN is
nunb. )

WANDA:
Ben, | have sonething to tell you...

(BEN stares as the lights fade.)

THE END



